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ARTICLE INFO  ABSTRACT 
 
 

Police action is critical because it prevents, represses, and neutralizes criminal activities to ensure 
security. Police mortality in the state of Pará, Brazil, is a worrying factor, since the occurence of 
such crimes only increase, mainly in the capital Belém. In view of the invisibility of this issue, 
and of the constant murders that occurred after the death of a police officer, this paper seeks to 
present and analyze the characteristics of the facts and the number of homicides registered in the 
72 hours before and after the deaths of the policemen under study. We used the exploratory data 
analysis technique to organize and describe the data. On the whole, one may conclude that, once 
this type of violence is understood and detected, the State must adopt and promote new practices 
and structured actions aiming to interrupt or minimize such violent crimes. 
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INTRODUCTION 
 

Violence is currently assuming alarming and complex 
proportions, proving to be an increasingly indissoluble 
phenomenon in capitalist society, where exclusion and 
inequality are latent. Therefore, it is in these conditions of 
inequalities created by an unequal appropriation of space and 
capital that violence and crime arise.  
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Violence and crime are great theoretical and empirical 
challenges in the present, given their social impacts in the 
development process of any country, since they can reach any 
person, as a result of victimization in crimesas well as their 
costs (LIMA; RATTON; AZEVEDO, 2012). 
 

In this sense, Adorno (2001) states that: 
 

Violence is not strange or even foreign [in Brazil]. The risk 
lies in all corners: on public roads, inside homes, in business 
and leisure environments, in transportation, in workplaces. It 
does not choose time or hourin a day. All space and time are 
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filled with danger, a feeling that intensifies when violence 
involves deaths, some of which are preceded by threats and 
committed with brutality (ADORNO, 2001, 315). Thus, the 
phenomena of violence and crime take on other forms, 
spreading throughout society and causing difficulties for 
public authorities to confront them, which makes it the greatest 
dilemma of public security and the main challenge of Brazil 
(SOUZA; MORAIS, 2011). The study of these social problems 
allows us to understand the characteristics of the crime 
phenomenon, its authors, its victims and their impact on the 
quality of life (SAPORI, 2007). Public security is part of the 
structural set of society and its importance can be understood 
through the dimension of the role that police plays in any 
society. The police as an institution consists of a set of 
procedures designed to ensure compliance with the law and 
maintain the public order, including actions to prevent and 
control manifestations of crime and violence, thus 
guaranteeing the exercise of fundamental rights. It has, 
therefore, the prerogative of the use of force as a legitimate 
and constitutive act of its function (LIMA; RATTON; 
AZEVEDO, 2012). In addition, insecurity in Brazil has been 
prominent at a global level, due to the high rate of 
victimization and police murder. According to a yearly report 
by the Brazilian Forum of Public Security (FBSP, 2014), in 
five years1,770 police officers were killed, with 490 murders 
in 2013 alone, in which 121 were at service and 369 were not 
working at the time of the murder. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

It is also important to highlight that between 2009 and 2013 
there were 11,197 deaths caused by policemen, a period in 
which military and civil police killed six people a day in 
Brazil. For Lima, Ratton and Azevedo (2012) Brazil has large 
cities with complex and conflictive social spaces, and the risk 
is inherent to their profession [the policemen], since many end 
up wounding or killing, involuntarily or not, innocent or 
suspicious people, and executing offenders in confrontations or 
out of revenge. For Minayo (2012, p.522), Since there is a 
police force in the world, it is a target of victimization that 
materializes in traumas, injuries or deaths by firearm, melee 
weapons, physical aggression, psychological aggression and 
assassination attempts. It is also known that some situations 
make these professionals more vulnerable: training for 
confrontation, inadequate working conditions, precariousness 
of vehicles, armaments and action strategies, and the presence 
of gangs of armed, daring, adventurer and combatant offenders 
who are ready to fight for their lives. The high rate of violence 
induces directly the effective increase of police death, which is 
a matter of concern for the systematization of public security 
(DURANTE; JUNIOR, 2013).Police victimization represents a 
crisis of the structural set of society, and the main targets of 
criticism are the causes of such victimization, including the 
precarious infrastructure of public security, with low wages, 
lack of training and lack of maintenance supplies and new 
quality equipment, which contribute to the increased risk 
inherent in the profession.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Figure 1. Location of the Municipality of Belém 
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Therefore, the death of police officers is a topic that has been 
much discussed in Brazil due to its specificity, with very 
distinct constraints, and the fact that it reaches a group linked 
to actions aimed at promoting the improvement of safety 
conditions within society (FERNANDES, 2016). According to 
a survey by the Public Policy Analysis Directorate of the 
Getúlio Vargas Foundation, the State of Pará was the fourth 
state with the most cases of police death in 2015, with rates of 
0.3 for each group of 100,000 policemen, only behind the 
States of Rio de Janeiro and Maranhão, which are tied in the 
ranking with 0.6 for each group of 100,000 policemen, and the 
State of Mato Grosso do Sul with approximately 0.35 for each 
group of 100,000 policemen (FBSP, 2015). In order to better 
understand the cases of police mortality in this study, one must 
have in mind that homicide and latrocínio (robbery resultingin 
death) are criminal offenses in Brazil. Homicide is 
characterized by the killing of an individual, being explicitly 
stated in the Brazilian Penal Code in Section 121, which deals 
with crimes against people. Latrocínio is implicitly included in 
Decree-Law No. 2848/1940, being a denomination given to the 
crime of robbery, when it is followed by death or attempted 
death, therefore related to the crimes against property 
(NUÑEZ, 2015). Another constant feature of police death 
cases in the city of Belém is the occurrence of the so called 
massacres after the death of a policeman, consisting of a series 
of homicides motivated by revenge and retaliation against the 
offenders. The need to understand such events, as well as the 
possible agents of these violent actions, highlighted the 
importance of this study and the use of statistical methods in 
research related to the area of public security, in order to 
identify, analyze and monitor the issue, monitoring, with the 
purpose of controlling and improving the quality of services 
and the public safety system in the State of Pará. 
 

MATERIALS AND METHODS 
 
Area Characterization: The study refers to the capital of the 
State of Pará, the municipality of Belém, which has a 
population of 1,393,399 inhabitants and an area of 1,064,918 
km² (IBGE, 2010a). In addition, the municipality has a total of 
71 neighborhoods and 39 islands distributed in eight 
administrative districts (Mosqueiro, Outeiro, Icoaraci, Bengui, 
Entroncamento, Sacramenta, Belém and Guamá) (BELÉM, 
2011). Since Belém is the capital of the state, and its territory 
is home to a greater concentration of employment (income) 
and services, the rural exodus contributed to the population 
growth of the municipality, which has today the largest 
population in the state. However, this growth was not 
accompanied by political improvements in infrastructure, 
sanitation and housing conditions, which eventually gave rise 
to new territories, called invasions (CHAGAS, PALHETA DA 
SILVA; SILVA, 2014). The expressive growth of the urban 
population, followed by little progress in demographic terms, 
and the interaction of several factors (economical, social and 
institutional) caused the development of many social problems, 
such as crime and violence. Although the municipality has the 
largest GDP of the State and the 21st of Brazil, with R$ 
29,280.972 (twenty-nine million, two hundred and eighty 
thousand and nine hundred and seventy two reais) and a 
growth of 5.05%, the resources for public safety are 
insufficient for the improvement of security structures, which 
did not follow the increasing complexity of criminal 
organizations (IBGE, 2010b). According to IBGE (2015) the 
police force in the State of Pará consists of 15,943 military 
agentsand 2,766 civil agents, a total of only 18,709 police 

officers overall. When analyzing the proportion of police 
officers and the number of the population in the state, Pará is 
8th among the worst proportions in Brazil, with one police 
officer for every 473 people. Although the rate is lower than 
the Brazilian average (one officer per 500 people), there is a 
notable deficit of public security agents in Pará and, 
consequently, in the capital, Belém (FBSP, 2015). According 
to IBGE (2015) the police force in the State of Pará and 15,943 
military police and 2,766 civilian police, thus joining the 
number of police officers in the state, is only 18,709 police. 
When analyzing the proportion of police officers and the 
number of the population in the state, Pará is the 8th place 
among the worst proportions of Brazil with one police officer 
for every 473 people. Although the rate is lower than the 
Brazilian average (one police officer per 500 people), there is a 
notable shortage of public security agents in Pará and, 
consequently, in the capital of Belém (FBSP, 2015). 
 
Data 
 
An exploratory and descriptive quantitative-based study was 
carried out to analyze the data collected from the occurrence 
reports registered in the police stations of Belém. The database 
was made available by the Assistant Secretariat of Intelligence 
and Criminal Analysis, attached to the Secretary of Public 
Security of Pará, which is assigned to the Laboratory of 
Information System and Georeferencing and to the Statistical 
and Computational Studies and Research Group. The time cut 
was related to the years 2013 to 2016, in which we identified 
115 occurrence reports, which were extracted from the 
Integrated System of Public Security and made available for 
analysis in August 2016.Then, the occurrences were analyzed 
with the following inclusion criteria for the study: (1) the 
victim had to be a military and/orcivilpolice officer, which 
reduced the quantitative for 112 occurrence reports; (2) the 
report had to be related to a death committed by a person other 
than the victim (thus excluding cases of suicide), which 
reduced the number of occurrence reports to 110; and (3) the 
murder had to have occurred in the municipality of Belém-PA, 
which resulted in a total of 39 reports. 
 
Variables / Analysis 
 
After the identification of the 39 occurrence reports, a 
thorough reading and analysis of the occurrences was carried 
out to contribute to the estimate number of homicides 
registered in the 72 hours before and after the death of the 
policemen under study. The analysis was based on the use of 
the statistical technique of Descriptive Analysis (BUSSAB and 
MORETTIN, 2013), using the tables and graphs, with the help 
of the information obtained from the field research and the 
available literature. 
 

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 
 
Characterization of the Fact 
 
According to the Brazilian Public Security Forum (FBSP, 
2017), 437 civil and military police officers were murdered in 
2016, an increase of 17.5% compared to the numbers of 2015. 
In view of this fact, there is a need to describe the cases of 
police mortality in the Municipality of Belém, from 2013 to 
2016. Table 1 shows that the use of firearms (94.87%) was the 
most frequent medium used. It is also verified that the most 
frequent day of the occurences was Sunday (25.65%), most of 
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which took place at night time (66.67%). The data are similar 
to the study by Garcia et al. (2016), in which the facts also 
occurred in the same day period with the use of a firearm. 
However, the studies differ in relation to the day of the event, 
since they found out that most of the facts occurred on 
Tuesday (16.85%). Regarding the labor situation, it is 
noteworthy that the majority of the police officers was out of 
service (83.78%). Despite the perception of risk in the 
performance of professional activity, the police have rules and 
procedures that protect them. Therefore, they are more likely 
to become victims of external danger than at work, mainly in 
their way back home or during a day off, in which more police 
officers die compared to those who are at service. Besides, in 
the out-of-work condition, a contributing factor to this 
vulnerability is the fact that many of them have the same social 
status and inhabit the same neighborhoods as the offenders 
(SOUZA; MINAYO, 2005). The study of Durante and Junior 
(2013) reports that police mortality out of work is related to 
the need to perform clandestine private security services, 
known as "bicos" (“filler jobs”). According to Santos and 
Lopes (2018, p.5), "despite the fact that police are 
[supposedly] being trained to minimize errors and act in 
precise moments", what we actually see is the lack of training 
and qualification of the police aimed at a greater personal 
protection and safety in and out of work. The results found 
reinforce the research carried out by the Directorate of Public 
Policy Analysis in conjunction with the Getúlio Vargas 
Foundation (FBSP, 2015), which identified the State of Pará as 
the fourth in police death in 2015, with rates of 0.3 for each 
group of 100,000 police officers (Table 1). 
 

Table 1. Percentage of police mortality cases occurred in the 
Municipality of Belém, between 2013 and 2016 

 

Variable Category Percentage 

Medium Firearm 94.87 
Other means 5.13 

Day of the occurrence Sunday 25.65 
Monday 20.51 
Tuesday 7.69 

Wednesday 5.13 
Thursday 7.69 

Friday 17.95 
Saturday 15.38 

Consolidated fact Homicide 69.23 
Latrocínio 30.77 

  Dawn 15.38 
Period of the day Morning 7.69 

Afternoon 10.26 
Night 66.67 

Place of occurrence Public road 84.62 
Others 15.38 

Labor situation At service 16.22 
Out of service 83.78 

Source: Assistant Secretariat for Intelligence and Criminal 
Analysis, AUGUST, 2016, elaborations by the authors 

 

Homicide Statistics after Police Death 
 
Table 2 shows that in all years there was an increase in the 
average number of homicides in the 72 hours after the death of 
a police officer in the city of Belém, specially in 2015, with a 
change rate in the average of +42.86%. The year of 2016 
presented the lowest change rate in the average (+ 09.09%). 
The massacres represent an inefficiency of the State Public 
Security system, and in addition to the data shown in Table 2, 
the State has one of the worst proportions of the country in 
terms of the number of military and civil police in relation to 
the number of inhabitants (IBGE, 2015). According to the 

news, the massacres have become trivial in the metropolitan 
area of Belém, and homicides in series after the death of a 
police officer have been steadily surpassing records. 
 

Table 2. Statistics for comparison of the 72h period before and 
after police homicide, in the municipality of Belém,  

from 2013 to 2016 
 

Year Period Average Standard Deviation % of Variation 

2013 Before 6.58 3.09 +30.38 
After 8.58 2.87 

2014 Before 6.71 2.43 +25.53 
After 8.43 2.07 

2015 Before 4.9 2.23 +42.86 
After 7 3.65 

2016 Before 6.6 2.95 +9.09 
After 7.2 3.55 

Source: Assistant Secretariat for Intelligence and Criminal Analysis, 
AUGUST, 2016, elaborations by the authors. 
Note: Before – Period of 72hours before the homicide of a police officer. 
After – Period of 72 hours after the homicide of a police officer. 
 

For Vedovello (2015), the word “massacre” is used to define 
the acts perpetrated against individuals considered as 
“dangerous”, from a prejudicial point of view based on their 
social status, clothing and color. The victims are chosen at 
random and regardless of their participation in the events that 
triggered the massacre. 
 
Conclusion 
 
The problem of violence, which causes police mortality, 
reaches Brazil as a whole. Given that the State of Pará has a 
high occurrence, controlling this social issue is an arduous task 
for the public security system. In the State of Pará, the greatest 
evidence of such cases occurred in the municipality of Belém, 
the state capital. Thus, the intention of the research was to 
carry out a survey that identifies the characteristics of the cases 
and the homicides after the death of a police officer. In this 
way, police activity should not be merely an oppressive 
instrument, but considered as a public service essential for the 
preservation of order, a means of protecting citizens and 
safeguarding human rights. The situation experienced by the 
police is constant stress and vulnerability, reaching the 
psychological and physical aspects of their life. Thus, it is 
important to invest in professional qualification, as well as in 
the health and social improvement of these professionals. The 
institution must seek ways to accompany its public security 
agents, identifying their problems, difficulties and improving 
and enhancing the public policies aimed at the State Police, 
both in service and out of work. Finally, the State and the 
society have an essential role to play in the implementation of 
public policies in the short and long term, in order to minimize 
the high levels of police mortality and combat exterminations 
after the death of a police officer. 
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